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CONVENT OF DUNMORE, 

COUNTT OF GALWAT, NOW THAMLATEft TO ATHLON*. 

AocOBDWO lo Ware and LiibHn T a con vein woj; found* 

j ii Dtmmorc, eoanty afChdmtyi far the ll>*nniuof 

s't. Augustine, in fliO JMJtt B425, bv thu family offhfl 
Birmingham*. Do Bargain hfa M Hib*rnin Domini* 
cantf* *tLye f thai it wi founded bjr Writer Bimrtn 
liain, ninth Baton of Akhenry. Ffcthor Torclli criti it 
moniutfery of l>ttiunoK» and gives the mine data 
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for its foundation* According to Huron in bin U M* 

phahrtum Autjuxtittianui*^ vol. I, p» 204* WO find tfltl 

ptrtknJar mention is made of this convenl In the rwi*- 
ujra i.i this order m Rohu; in the year 1425j and that 
Pope Martin V#, by a rescript dated 1430, granted M 
indulgence to all who would aid and oasbi in tlio builtF 
lug t^t ibiaoonvonlj after which, thai venerable Pon- 
tiff proceeded to Say, that the honour ami glory ofGodj 
nnil salvation of wuht, on protnolod tw tit** faithful and 
frequent prayer*, merit*, und example of the Hermibj 
of St, AtOfpUtino, us the Catholic Chuiv.h UiruUrurted 
by tlie innumerable writings of their illustrious founder* 
\\\> hero give the following extract from the Papw 

iriptt — 

M Brttti opera Awzutfim ro/no*a tluetrhiix quihu9 

Ctttholica Jides in4trutiur t tpxius or din hi J rat rum Er\ ' 
nitantn I't^ntcjata ICthtjto, quorum ttiam Jntctuox* 
tt u/jCTTitiui orulianci mentis et txcmpli* % cu/tw WW**" 
Mtltf Vtreteli m Domino et ttninmrum satus sequitur* 

fa" 

From the jrreat ilcairc manifested by tbcao expp— 

Ma of the Duly See, Jbrtheereeti fthe convent 

of Dunnmre, wo may easily infer tho great blessings 
dot wen expected to ho derived from tho good ex- 
ample ami holy lives of tlic venerable brethren of Iho 
Order of St. Augustine isi that part of the country. 

Tho faithful continued to enjoy those bh i i*>r *nd 

advantages for about 150 year*. But in \\v e* 

Queen Klizubeih, iHi voniirable retreat of religion and 
fuUh, mu completely levelled to the ground. However, 
the Fathers of tho ordex ^t ill eontinued near their Ow 
rilv ; they never abandoned the neighbourhood of th 
ancient convent, unless occasion ally to fly from perse- 
cution* until tlicir translation in 1809 t to the town of 
Athlone* 

We Bad about 200 yean ages that a raneratte mom- 
Ut of the convent of Dunmorr, Imd the honour of 
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suflering martyrdom fur t ha faith- Efia name was llio 
Rcrr* Thomas Tally* Wo have already mentioned in 

t. {(3, iluit hu was shot hy hi* enamna nt Cfougfani- 
iUjbegf in the county of Gahvay, for no other crifltO] 
but for that of being a Priest of tho One Holy Catholic 
and Apottollcfl] Church, Rut those were tho went 
duya of Ireland'* [wrweution. Then ir wafl thai thfl 
Country wai COVGTfld with tears and blood ; hor religion 
iiiMiltvd, her learning proscribed, and lie r priesthood 
put lo tho sword. In tho$e days tho same reward, £5, 
wa* offered for the head of a priest and that of a wulf; 
henco ilu* clorgy were hunted and persecuted with tho 
wimo avidity m the very boosts of the field. Any one 
I hat harboured a priest, or gavo him protection, was 
considered a traitor to his country, and WU accord- 
inglycudt into prison, tlogged through the public street*, 
and afterwards had his ears cut otV; and any one that 

kept up ft friendly correspondence with n priest wo* 

punched with death. — See Morrison* p. 27- 

Such was tho condition of la-land in the day* of 
Cromwell, t'sjvecially of Connuugh^ which was converted 
by Urol mngtrinary tyrant into a national prison for 
nil the Catholics of tin: kingdom. At Dunmore the 
persecuted brethren of the Order of St. Augtwttne, had 
I i fly for safety to those ttayluntf that nature had 
fanned, to the cavcrn*of the mountain and wild moras- 
SOS or thfl country: or, to use tliu words ut' St.l'aul: "tin v 
wondered in desert*, in mountains, in denv, and in 
cavcm of the earths — fffStwr^ chop, 11+ Their ittfita*- 
toga did not terminate with the death of Cromwell! 
who on the 3rd of September, 1658, was summoned 
before the tribunal of tljo Eternal Judge* Th* 
Moody scene* woru rnacted under Charles II. f Wil- 
\\\\u\ III S and Queen Anne, 

In th- year 17S0, tho Rot. Patrick Brehon won 
Prior. — Set }*ag?s 60am?6l- It would appear thai 

from obout that lime until 180!), there was an an- 
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interrupted succession of the Augustinian family ttt 
Mnyfield, near ttunmore. In 1785. then WM ■ Gom- 
muiiity khow of aeven clergymen. — &# p. 71- They 
had a very commodious country chapel, in which 
ihe people w«e accustomed to assemble for many 
y»;li\-. in order to pnrUko of the blessings of their 
ministry* At length in the year I80!f, at the request 
of the Right Bev* Dr. French, Bishop of Elphiu, tho 
Augustininn Community of Dunmore were translated 
from Uavfieh] to Atblone. In order to supply our 
raudcrs with » detailed account of their translation, 
we give it copy of a letter written some time ogoon this 
subject, by a member of the Augustinuui Community of 
Gal way t— 

-l The senior Fathers of this convent (Cnlway), hepo 
often mentioned the circumstances that induced them 
to consent to the translation of the AugiMtintuu convent 
uPHermitoge ofc May field to Athlonc. Bishop French 
frequently represented to the Rev. Father Tierncy, 
Provincial, a leligious of this house, distinguished for 
Vnty virtue that could mid lustre to tho ecclesiastical 
state, tho great advantage religion would aequir*' by 
bringing the u foresaid convent into Athlone; he ob- 
served that wherever religious houses were estnWi^ 
there you would meet with an increase of piety, t 
queuting of the sacraments and other holy pnetk 
by sodalities over which religion-- mi*n pr^ido* He 
urged that they would have the sanction and pro- 
tection of the bishops together with the clergy of the 
diocese; and ho Added, that tho people of Ath!- 
would hail their arrival as one of the greatest blessings 
thai eonld be conferred upon that town. These and 
thu other high claims thut piety suggests, and religion 
eoainutiuU, induced the Trovincud to accede to 
Bishop's request, and accordingly the Order pltroba 
in Athlono tho lease and interest of a somll house, gar- 



ilcn, and Etorc> which at one time seized as u mult* 
house. On the announcement of the final resolution 

ofihe Order to tnuuhtto Uw convent, tho Fitton-than* 

of were much dissatisfied. They hatl a very respectables 
residence, excellent homo and offices, wcil-cmpped grnv 
den, and twenty ncre> of prime land, well blocked and 
OUltivuted. Tinier udvsnlUpft together with tbo fi 
offerings of the people, rapported four Fathers ft&fi 
sometime* more. They wore beloved by the people 
where they resided for *o tunny gcnti And 

the poor people about them thought sonic malediction 
would lull upon Chocn in consequence of Iho depurtureol 
the friars. Tears and sorrow accompanied them on 
their rxothts r and the people were unmeasured in the 
-xprt^ums of their displeasure with the Order for talc* 
* away their guardian ungeL*, as they ealKd them. 
Nothing but obedience induced thoao Fathers to for- 
sake their country residence, and, like th» of 

holy writ, w l |an K l ' lt * r pWntivo lyrw on the willo 
mid add their tear* lo theinCTOBBOf tl Jjl/ouriug 

stream. What a transition to ttofifl holy and good Fn- 
Ihert, ctyoyingin abundaneo nil the necessaries of lifts, 
fiver ready to excrchso hospitality and divide with the 
poor, And having u comfortable chapel, which ttvery 
successive holiday received the united ulTering* of Ilow- 
;ind green shrubs from the id tuple pea^tintrj'spurc 
band*] All tbeso things vti now changed to AihlonCi 
and the pttM allotted to tlu>>^ Knfhrri for their future 
rni&riun surrounded by the vices of a crowded barrack 
within their viow ; yet they wCfC Dftticnt and resigned, 
knowing it wu the will of God. The poor people of 
AtiiLune wcteuuied th* Annual fawn Fflthew* They met 
in i Iii! brew-hoasCjOa they e&Uod it, to attend the solemn 
ijivm' -ries of religion, vi* ; daily iMm, the confessional, 
and t lit; fn;<|ueiMingof ihtifiucroincnto* The good work 
ad in 1809, by four Fathers excrciahig 
t 1p: jurisdiction ol the d ioccse, aiding the parochiul clergy 



■j4'J the AvaHBTiRi**a 

atthe station* of Christmas and Barter. Bishop French 
wflfl overjoyed, and the jrreuter part of the clergy joined 
in the thanksgiving. Tbow duties of the friars con- 
tinued lor ^ojdo years, until the." 

Wo have been advised mot to publish the remainder 
of the loiter; it will be sufficient to uiy, thai their rfgM 
to hnve a convent at Atldone was dlfpated by Dr. 
r ranch's successors, Biihops Plunkett and Burke. But 
thctr riyht was founded not only upon the carneM 
entreaty, but also upon ihe written approbation of the 
Right Rev. Dr. French, Bishop of the -lio cMofEIpWn- 
We here give an exact copy of it : — 

M I, ttlC undenugncd, dn hereby authorize the BftT- 
John Kelly, and Rev, Michael Bussfiy, friar?, to eatab* 
liali their ehanel and cha|>el*hoti8e v formerly of Ihm* 

more, in the CcnnBUght ride of the town of Athlone* 

u Signed tlm 30th duy of September, 1809- 

"•Ji Edmitnd Fwwch, J2.E/ 1 

By virtue, therefore* of iho Bfrhop's sanction, flW 
AngnatbitUi Fathers purolmsed the premises already 
alluded to, for £200, in Athlune, from Mr. * ftrbtopker 
French, brother of the Bishop, upon which they estab- 
lished the present convent. During the life of the High* 
Rev. Dr. French, they enjoyed all the right* and im- 
muniticsof their order. HUtiuccc«;or, Right It<;v* Dr* 
rtunkctt, in the hater part of hi* life was by nome*tut 
friendly to the convent. It would appear from pftp 
before nc, that Uie geaataeneai of the Right Bffft Dr. 
French 4 -* wriitrn i^rmisaion wa* disputed. It is t*** 
that the document had u very unbusiiH^s-Uke appear- 
anco. The EpilQOpft) seal was not affixed t" it; and 
it vna written upon a cnudl Wrap erf nry ordinary 
paper- However, it* authenticity ffU proved by ihe 



testimony, to presence of wit«»ca, or the Bishops 
brother tho awd Christopher French. Hfa testimony 
mm written on On back of the ortgimd doewncni. Wm 
here give a true copy of it : — 

h l certify that I have often seen the within named 
Kdniund French write, and Lbttt the article on the 
otbet rido iu hb handwriting ami Uml laid Edmund 
French wa* rnv brother, and tllQ Iato Roman Catholic 
Bishop of the diocese ot Elphio* 

« Doled Chla 2ml day of June, I826* - 

** OuHiftroeimt Fhknch, 
"Magiitrate for the county Mntowimuon." 

* J I can make alVd. on Oath of the truth af the above 
liflcata, at any time if requircih" 

« DsSU Kodiu O'Connou, J " >mess«. 

Wo also find that the MidttnOcity of the Bishops 
latter was proved by the dying declaration of the Kev. 
Michael lluswy, CKS A. We here give an exact copy 
of it :— 

**Jn consequence of ilm opposition 6f the Etfght ft i 
Dr. Plunkett, to our convent in Afhlone, I consider ii 
a duty I owo my urdor, (uow lhal my death h rapiilt*/ 
OfftaJOTl9» BSl)r» Henry baa said, in the presence of tit.: 
R*v, A. M'ttarmotl), to ih-irhiro thai Father Kelly and 
myself were induced to remove to thU convent from I ho 
hormitnjie, (Uunmore) to Athlonc, at the entreaty, re* 
i^rimomlation, and approbation oT thu tale Right Bor< 
Dr. French, and that then fehe eonvont contracted and 
inmrreilnn oxpenwof £360* for the purpose of accom- 
plishing the nunc- Thia solemn declaration I now 

mike and fiubwribe :bis 7th day of Mav t \s^r K 

3 
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M Dr. French moreover ch-dored, that he; would pi 8 
serve the right* find immunities of the DonTttDl BMItti 

mid inviolable 

From Otese document*, therefore, there otuunt 'w 

rnlevlnined ft doubt iw totlienutiK'nticilyorrJr.FrenchV 
letter- Besides independently of the-i- proo& nothing 
-couM be more unreasonable than to doubt the latheA* 
liritv of the Hilltop's approbation. la it likidy tbltt 
Mr* C- French would sell Iiia properly to two priori* 
for the purpose of erecting thereon n religion »!*■ 
bli^hmtMit, withoutconsiilting hia brother, the Bishop 
I it likely that the Aug uatinUn Order in Ireland 
would spend their money (£350), hi Athlon*: without 
tuning the llishopV ftmvtion, and ih\w gSve op the 
indisputable po&ses$ion of Ilunmorefor nn uncertainty 

in A thinner It nm ho twkfid why the onto d 
not get the translation confirmed 1>y Rome in 1^09. 
The reason was thw : th-u wan then raging on thi* 
\ t^niinvntjpnjv^ntaliinyoummiiuicatiou with the Holy 
s a, In 1825! when Dr. Plunketl bcoamo unfriendly 
to the convent, the order upplied to Koine, hut 05 n suit 
whs then pending with the Bishop of VTetcrfbrf about 
Dungftrratii it wns thought prudent to drop thm ot 
Atblonoi until that of Dongumi would ho conoludodi 
In 1832, l>r. Frenbh'l letter with other papery 
ml by the late Very Be v. Chnrle* Smart to the lit uc* 
ral of the Ocder. Xfae Bight Eer.l>r. Burke we*0w 
Ilishop Of Klphifu We under,i;ui<l thut there ff« 
communication at thnt time on the sul^ect, 
the Sacred Congregation and Dr. Iturkc ; whuf to* 
nottro of that communication wujs *m \am t\ol b i 
ehhs toueerteln* One fact* however, hi certain thai, 
in 1837, a rescript was obtained from the Snored Co* - 
gregstien, recognising the existence of the convent 
nml commanding the Bishop of the dioeeeola i ind 
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approve of the same, m if it had been originally e*tab- 
lltal by Apostolic authority. The rescript was pro* 
cured by (ho Vory Rev. John Uicc, then Assistant- 
Gcnerul of the Onler* Acting upon the right of thu 
regular clergy 10 build and restore their convent-, 
(whinh ritjhi *v 4 ^ fully rtttogttiied and confirmed by a 
rescript of Pius VII., comnictiein^ with the ww 
* X^tulum f/utrclatcttsanl** — B*i t*6U E.), he addtfCSSdd 
a ]»»fiiioii lo Hi j Holiness, founded u|K>n the letter of 
i'r. Kroiieh, nnd Ibe otiW RlBW dnid) Adduced. 
In a few day* the following rescript vm the result of 
hu petition 3 — 

u Rx andiantia SSmi. hnbtu afl> Infra Domino 
tnrio S:iem> Congnift Kpivccporiuii et Begulariam *uh 
die nana Junii. \$'A7. Sanctitas sua, attcnfa relatione 
P. Procurator^ GonenBa artUnis, benigno annuit, el 

joipteroamandavit caramiiii KpUcopo Elphfmud ut 
litis expositis, crcctioaciu aonvt-u(u.i Aildoneu^ii 
Ptttrmo Augu^tiniensiuin, approbet atqw* confirmed 
perindcue ri ab initio. Apostolus auethoriintcon'ctuin 
nilssetp Cant ran ib quibuHcunuiuo iton ototimtibus* 



"Bum. 



"T.A.run,. *Ai,0'nuf. 
"T.l'iTRuaoBAi Be 



This rescript was Mnl to the oonvenl <>i Guiway, 
with the Provincial'* instraetfoMj thai one of tlu* I 
there would present >l to 1>i. Iturke, It was first shown 
to the Right Kcv* Dr. Browne* then Bishop of GbIwby ( 

1 now Bishop 'if EHphin. and afterwards it \\n> (ritCfl 
lo I>r. Burke in Sli«o,bj the Re* Dr Ktlleen. « hi d 
ill*- Bishop rend the document la* said he would appeal ; 
whether he did $o or not, Wfl have not been able lo 
lain* The Order hai in \ any cotno u- 

niedtion from Itonie on Ibti subject, and I>r. Hurler 
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never after interfered with the convent in an unfriendly 
way; he even guvc piinn, ihortly after the 

rescript was teOBSvwJj tu tliu Prior for the improve* 

punts of the convent, 

TbewuTenl bl now in tlio aame state in which it WW 
forty year* ago. There bavo been gcinonilly !«■*■ oleriry- 

men there, one of whom BsmlW bald jurisdiction un* 
*\v\ the irarioua btshopi, namely: I'r. PluttkeU, Dr- 

liurkts and the present veiHffvblcj bishop uf the di< 

the Rfffbt Kev. I)r. ttrmvue. We hew givo a liat of 

the Prion from IBlIh — 

1819, Very|Uov. Miehiud Ilusscy wns Prior. 

MichwJGahm 

Patrick Uorrii h 

Michael Ctthili 

Michael J. Page „ 

David O'Hara 

Patriek Tooraey 

Edmund Jennings M 
Wo understand that since the ftppointmenl of the 
present Prior, a lease for evtirluut been obtained of Uw 
present ehnpel grouod, upon which it is QXPtoted t lif>* 
a new eluireh and convent {Deo voltttfe), will shortly 
be erecterL 

With Aihkme we have flubbed iba history of nil the 
existing convents of the Order of St, Augustine, te 
Ireland. We cannot, however, terminate our work, 
Vitbont alluding to the old foundations of tl^ order. 

that flourished before the ihtteentb century* We now 

give thorn in the order in which ihey appear in Iho 
registers of the province. And amy wo express our 
hope that (he time will shortly come, when .some of them 
Hi Least, if no* oil will again bo happily revived in iW 
fond, 
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